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Minutes of 23 November 2019 East Taupo Lands Trust Owners AGM Meeting   
 

EAST TAUPO LANDS TRUST 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF OWNERS  
 

held at Pakira Marae, Waitahanui 
on Saturday 23 November 2019 at 10:00 am 

 
 

Karakia Timatanga 
 
Mihi 
 
Present 

Chulla Wall 
 
Binky Ellis 
 
A total of 146 owners and 27 non-owners signed the attendance 
registers.  
Trustees also in attendance were: Binky Ellis (Chairman), Mark 
Ross, Matiu Northcroft, Ngahere Wall and Heemi Biddle. 
 
 

Notices 
 

Notices of the meeting were published in the Hawkes Bay Today 
(9 Oct), Daily Post (8 Oct) and Taupo Times (11 Oct). 
  
 
The Annual Report was also sent to all owners that current 
addresses were held for, with additional copies available for those 
who registered at the meeting. 
    

Apologies 
 

7 apologies were received, as per the apologies register. 
 

Moved: Hinetemoa Walker / Seconded: Florence Karaitiana 
“THAT the apologies, as per the apologies list, be accepted.” 

Carried Unanimously 
 
 

Housekeeping 
 
 
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and went over 
housekeeping matters and meeting procedures. 
   
 

Minutes of Previous 
Meeting  

The Chairman took the minutes as read.  
 

Moved: Christine Kidwell / Seconded: Hinetemoa Walker 
 “THAT the minutes of the 24 November 2018 Owners Meeting 

be accepted as a true and correct record.” 
Carried Unanimously 

Tuihana Rameka abstained 
 
Matters Arising:  
 

1. Florence Karaitiana sought clarification regarding the 
130 attendees – how many were actual owners? 
Sharon Mariu advised the breakdown of owners/non 
owners would be shown in next year’s minutes. 
 

2. Charmaine Pene asked if there was a Wahi Tapu 
register or database available and suggested it be added 
to the Annual Report booklet. Christine Kidwell 
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supported and asked that some urgency be applied to 
this task. 
 

3. In response to a query regarding Post Graduate 
Education Grants, the Chairman and Heemi Biddle 
explained the criteria does include tertiary but highlighted 
the Trust is primarily focussed on younger 
tamariki/rangatahi to avoid duplication with the criteria of 
other Trusts. 
 

4. Tuihana Rameka requested further information on the 
pollen extraction to which the Chairman explained this 
will be addressed with the new honey partner along with 
other bee by product possibilities. Emphasis at this stage 
has been on establishing the new partnership. 
 

5. Tuihana Rameka raised the matter of owner’s travel 
costs to attend AGM and suggested a bus be provided 
for this purpose. 
 

6. Concern was expressed that the distribution of venison 
was an unfair process for beneficiaries living outside the 
rohe. The Chairman explained the distribution was made 
to Korohe, Pakira, Tutetawha and Waipahihi Marae and 
it was up to the marae to find an equitable way to 
distribute to their hapu. 
 

7. The Chairman confirmed the appointment of new 
trustees has been confirmed by the Maori Land Court. 
 

8. Harvey Karaitiana thanked the Trust for the Over 80’s 
Grant he recently received. 

 
 

 
Chairman’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Binky Ellis presented his report. 
 
Moved: Binky Ellis / Seconded: Sonny Tupara 

“THAT the Chairperson’s report, be accepted.” 
Carried Unanimously 

 
Comment: 
1. Florence Karaitiana expressed concern that the He 

Akina Ltd held owner data was not complete. In 
response the Chairman stated the transfer of 
services had gone well and Sharon Mariu confirmed 
this. 
 

Financial Report  
 

ETLT Financial Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Mariu began her presentation by explaining the tender 
process offered by the Trust allowed Asher Group (Chartered 
Accounting Firm) and He Akina Ltd to join forces and blend the 
best possible services and outcomes for owners and 
beneficiaries. 
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The East Taupo Lands Trust audited financial statements for the 
year ended 31 March 2019 were presented by Sharon.  
Key discussion points included 
 
• Statement of Financial Performance – A net profit of $183.013 

reads as a pleasing improvement from the net loss of 
$129,830 the previous year.  

 
• Gross income – An increased income of $615,072 less 

overhead expenditure of $227,855 brought a net income of 
$227,855 for the year. 
The licence fees remain the same, with December 2020 and 
June 2021 being the expiry dates when likely increased rates 
can be negotiated. 
 

• Rates of $45,733 were offset with reimbursement of $39,673 
leaving a balance of $6,000 which was used for the Rangitaiki 
lease block. 
 

• Lease income from the Runanga Blocks has increased from 
$41,243 (2018) to $98,984 (2019) resultant from the Koster 
lease. 
 

• Tuihana Rameka asked how many hui Trustees attend during 
the year. The Chairman advised there is a monthly hui plus 
an estimated 30 – 35 other hui held for different kaupapa 
throughout the year. 

 
• Christine Kidwell asked for information on the cost of finalising 

the joint partnership with Convita. The Chairman advised this 
is still a work in progress and will be reported on in the 2020 
reports. There still needs to be a finalisation of our share of 
the liabilities. 

 
• Florence Karaitiana expressed concern at the tight cashflow 

and the need to carefully manage expenses. Sharon Mariu 
agreed and gave reassurance that the Trust was watching this 
and must have certainty of cash flow.  

 
• Interest and Dividends Received – These amounts continue 

to be lower due to lower interest rates and the Trust having 
less $ invested.   
 

• As reported in the 2018 financials the Operation Managers 
budget was reviewed and costs were reduced to $50,000 for 
2019. It was explained that the Operation Managers role 
included project management, operations, maintenance of 
the Trust’s database and administration for the Trust.  

 
• Legal fees – A substantial reduction/saving has been made in 

this area with a minimal $1,519 expenditure. 
 
• Nursery cost – this cost has reduced as the nursery has been 

put into hibernation (temporary) due to poor retail sales. 
Maintenance is continuing to ensure facilities are not 
depreciated. 
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• Statement of Financial position – the total assets have slightly 
increased.   

 
• Sharon Mariu advised there is ongoing discussion regarding 

the advance to Waipahihi 4H. Florence Karaitiana stated the 
advance was taken to be a grant needed to help Waipahihi 
4H to complete a survey of their whenua. 
 

Moved:   WeronikaTurner / Seconded: Florence Karaitiana       
“THAT the East Taupo Lands Trust audited financial statements 

for the year ended 31 March 2019 be approved.” 
Carried Unanimously 

 
Charitable Trust 
Financial Accounts: 
 

• A total of 550 grants were approved for 2019. 
 

• This is a reduced number from 2018 and accordingly 
administration costs reduced from $62,791 (2018) to 
$38,015 (2019). 
 

• Tuihana Rameka suggested a cost saving could be 
made if electronic copies of Annual Reports were made 
available. 

 
• It was confirmed that a Tangihanga Grant of $500 is 

available to whanau pani. 
 

Moved: Ripeka Maniapoto / Seconded: Sonny Tupara   
“THAT the East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust audited 

financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2019 be 
approved.” 

Carried Unanimously 
 
 

Moved: Barbara Moana / Seconded: Harvey Karaitiana   
“THAT the Doyle Audit Chartered Accountants Limited be 

appointed as Auditors for the 2019/20 year.” 
Carried Unanimously 

  
Presentations: 
 
Health and Safety Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Matiu Northcroft presented a comprehensive Health & Safety 
Report including photos. 
 
Matters raised included: 

• No notifiable H&S incidents reported for 2019. 
 

• Comprehensive H&S clauses are included in all 
stakeholder agreements. 
 

• The Trust does not drop aerial 1080 
 

• Ongoing maintenance of tracks and huts is a paramount 
requirement to ensure safety of all users. 

 
Moved: Kahi Dickinson / Seconded: Rina Tahau    

“THAT the Health & Safety Report be accepted.” 
Carried Unanimously  
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Honey Update Report The Chairman, Binky Ellis presented the Honey Update Report. 
 
Matters raised included: 
 
• The Chairman responded to being asked what drew Trustees 

to consider a new partnership with Three Peaks Manuka 
Honey, by highlighting the minimal risk offered with set fee 
and top up, compared to the 50/50 Convita arrangement. We 
have experienced 3 bad seasons and with no guarantees for 
change or improvement the potential was for further loss. 

 
• There was concern expressed that the land use should be 

explored further as it is a difficult environment. A suggestion 
was made for pine nuts. 
  

Moved: Barbara Moana / Seconded: Anthony Moana    
“THAT the Honey Update Report be accepted.” 

Carried Unanimously 
 
 

Charitable Trust, Grants & 
Owner Benefits   

Heemi Biddle presented the Charitable Trust, Grants & Owner 
Benefits Report. 
 
Matters raised included: 
 
• Focus has been on primary and secondary school age 

tamariki with uniform and stationery grants. Tertiary and 
Higher Education Grants are also available. 
 

• The Over 80’s Kaumatua Grant is available each year. 
 

• Mere Maniapoto thanked the Trust for the irrigation provided 
to TKKM o Whakarewa I te reo ki Tuwharetoa for their 
vegetable garden. 

 
• Raeleen Wilson sought assistance under Special Grants for 

tamariki needing glasses. 
 
 

Moved: Rina Tahau / Seconded: Mere Maniapoto   
“THAT the Charitable Trust, Grants & Owner Benefits Report be 

accepted.” 
Carried Unanimously 

 
 

Runanga Development 
Report 

Ngahere Wall presented the Runanga Development Report. 
 
Matters raised included: 
 
• A good relationship exists with David Koster. A move to 

include sheep and beef farming is being considered. 
 

• Tuihana Rameka encouraged Trustees to look at global 
examples of land use with a similar environment to Runanga. 

 
• Ngahere advised NZ legislation can be a constraint to hemp 

farming but change is ahead of us and research work is in 
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progress. At this stage the land is deemed not to support the 
hemp industry. In the meantime, kanuka is doing well. 

 
• Rina Tahau spoke of her experience with ginseng cultivation 

noting massive returns can be made from the sale of seed. 
Possums also like ginseng The Chairman agreed to 
investigate further. 

 
• Christine Kidwell spoke of the ancestral lands’ proud history 

where flowers, raspberries and fruit trees provided kai for 
those living on the land. Barbara Moana gave tautoko and 
reminded owners to use best practice – the knowledge of our 
elders. 

 
• Florence Karaitiana supported working in with the 

neighbouring blocks (2E) where blocks are landlocked. 
 

• The Chairman confirmed nothing has changed regarding 
access to the urupa. Phone Binky for the key. 
   

 
Moved: Christine Kidwell / Seconded: Florence Karaitiana   

“THAT the Runanga Development Report be accepted.” 
Carried Unanimously 

 
 

Kaitiaki and Wilderness 
Land Use Activities 
Report 

 Mark Ross presented the Kaitiaki and Wilderness Land Use 
Activities Report. 
 
Matters raised included: 

• Owners complimented Mark on the report and descriptive 
photos that depicted the excellent work being undertaken 
to support the land use for owners of all ages. The Trust 
is committed to this kaupapa. 
 

• Mark confirmed that a register of Wahi Tapu is under 
action as part of the Trust’s 5year Plan. 
 

• Licence agreements for recreational hunting and fishing 
require maintenance of the huts and visitor facilities as 
well as regular pest control. However, the result is an 
increased income - $188,000 in 2018 to approx. $193,000 
in 2019. 
 

• Owners are encouraged to follow up on employment 
opportunities. Registration of interest can be made on the 
website. 
 

• Panemanga Ki Mokai Hikoi. 
Owners thanked the Trust for this recent initiative. Whilst 
the hunting and fishing were key outcomes – the 
connecting with whanau was also a big positive 
especially for our rangatahi. 
 

• It was suggested that some prerequisite ‘training’ be a 
climb of Tauhara Maunga as some grades of the hikoi 
are challenging for the average adventure seeker. 
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• Irimana Karaitiana asked Trustees to consider discounted 

helicopter charges for owners and descendants wishing to 
hunt and fish on the lands. 
 

• Irimana Karaitiana thanked all those owners who signed 
the 1080 Petition at last years hui. This has had a positive 
effect on ongoing proposals for change. 
 

• Florence Karaitiana stated that Tapapa 3 (Otumaheke) 
needs to be retuned to East Taupo Lands Trust. 

 
  

General Business: 
 
 

Matiu Northcroft advised owners the full description of the 21 
blocks that make up the East Taupo Lands Trust – is included in 
the June Newsletter. 

  
Karakia Whakamutunga There being no further business, the meeting was closed with 

karakia by Chulla Wall at 1.04p.m. 
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CHAIRMANS REPORT
Tena koutou, tena koutou tena koutou katoa 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa
Ki te atua tena koe
Ki a papatuanuku – tena koe, ki te whare – tena koe 
Ki te hunga mate, Ki te hunga ora 
Tena koutou katoa 

Your Trustees will be presenting an annual report to you for the period 1st April 2019 to 
31st March 2020. It was towards the end of this reporting period that we all entered into 
an unprecedented period in our lives where a global pandemic struck every country around 
the world.

The aftermath of Covid–19 and the real impacts on East Taupo Lands Trust (the Trust) 
business will be better understood in the next reporting period ending March 31st 2021.

Because of Covid–19 the Trust has taken a safety first approach to presenting this AGM 
and have opted to do the presentation online. This is all new to us so please bear with us 
while we work our way through the reports.

The Trust continues to be ably assisted and managed by Sharon Mariu and her team at 
Asher Business Services with additional support from He Akina in Taupo.

Between them they provide financial, operational and advisory support to the Trust at a 
high level.

By and large it has been business as usual for the Trust and this year’s report contains the 
usual suite of topics that make up the backbone of its presentation:
• Health and Safety
• Honey Report
• Financials
• Land use and activity
• ETLTCT and the grants regime

These reports are written and presented by your Trustees:
• Binky Ellis
• Mark Ross
• Heemi Biddle
• Ngahere Wall
• Matiu Northcroft 
• Although the Financial Report is presented by Sharon Mariu
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The Trust continues to extract as much value out of the whenua as possible whilst still 
retaining the uniqueness of East Taupo Lands. We are always dealing with the likes of 
Regional Councils, Councils and others who could place rules and regulations upon us if 
we are not careful. 

I would like to thank Trustee Mark Ross on behalf of us all for the work he does on our 
behalf in the Environment Court dealing with those who seek to place an unnecessary 
Water Conservation Order on the Upper Ngaruroro River, an area where East Taupo Lands 
has significant presence. This has been a long and thankless journey and we should be 
thankful that Mark has undertaken this work on behalf of the Trust and its owners.

The Trust engages with various entities to manage the health and bio–diversity of our 
whenua, with the likes of Manaaki Whenua, HBRC (wilding pines), it is also well known 
that the Trust does not endorse the aerial dispersement of 1080 but still engages with 
OSPRI in other pest management strategies like trapping and bait stations.

The Runanga farm development remains much the same as the previous two years and we 
still have the same leaseholder David Koster. Discussions with Koster are mainly around 
future development of the farm and other land uses to extract more value from the land. 
Kosters primary use at the moment is as a hold and fattening unit for his stock and he 
provides that service for other farmers also. Koster will typically hold up to 600 beef units 
on the farm depending on feed at Runanga and on hoof prices at the meatworks. Through 
the spring and summer he will supplement his income by cutting about 2000 bales of 
sileage over two or three cuts. The Trust encourages Koster to use an organic approach 
to his fertiliser and supplement plan. Kosters arrangement with the Trust calls for him to 
provide among other things;
• Quarterly Health and Safety updates 
• An annual fertiliser and supplement plan 
• A pest and weed management plan 
• Regular updates 

The Trustees thank the owners for their continued support and with Christmas just around 
the corner we wish all our people a very Merry Christmas.

Nga mihi katoa,
Binky Ellis
Chairman 
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Directory
East Taupo Lands Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

Nature of Business

East Taupo Lands Trust is an Ahu Whenua Trust under Te Ture Whenua Act 1993.  The Trust administers 30,270 hectares of land
to the South-East of Taupo and undertakes activities for the benefit of the Trust and its Owners, including air access licencing for
hunting and fishing, leasing, grazing land, operating a native plant nursery and being involved in the honey industry.

Address

63-65 Waikato Street, Taupo

IRD Number

024-884-090

Trustees

Clinton Ellis

Mark Ross

Matiu Northcroft

Ngahere Wall

Heemi Biddle

Chartered Accountant

Asher Group Limited

Bankers

BNZ, Taupo

Solicitors

Cargill Stent Clarke Law Limited, Taupo

Auditor

Kirsten Dixon, Dixon & Co, Taupo
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Approval of Financial Report
East Taupo Lands Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

The Trustees are pleased to present the approved financial report including the historical financial statements of East Taupo
Lands Trust for year ended 31 March 2020.

 

 

APPROVED

                                                          

Clinton Ellis (Chairman)

                                                          

Mark Ross  (Trustee)

                                                          

Matiu Northcroft  (Trustee)

                                                          

Ngahere Wall  (Trustee)

                                                          

Heemi Biddle (Trustee)

Dated:  11 November 2020
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APPROVED

                                                          

Clinton Ellis (Chairman)

                                                          

Mark Ross  (Trustee)

                                                          

Matiu Northcroft  (Trustee)

                                                          

Ngahere Wall  (Trustee)

                                                          

Heemi Biddle (Trustee)

Dated:  11 November 2020
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Statement of Financial Performance
East Taupo Lands Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

NOTES 2020 2019

Trading Income
Honey Income - 421

Kaimanawa Honey LP 16 451,098 202,233

PMHL - Three Peaks Land Use 17 225,000 -

PMHL - Three Peaks Honey Income 17 824,131 -

Lease Income - Runanga Blocks 98,984 98,984

Lease Income Triple RH Trust - 18,745

Licence Fees - Air Access 175,123 171,061

Licence Fees - Tunamaro Syndicate 22,174 22,174

Nursery Sales - 42,533

Rates Reimbursements 44,117 39,673

Total Trading Income 1,840,627 595,824

Gross Profit 1,840,627 595,824

Other Income
Gross Interest Received 24,027 19,248

Total Other Income 24,027 19,248

Total Income 1,864,653 615,072

Expenses
Accident Compensation Levies 435 567

Advertising & Promotion 195 6,512

Accounting & Taxation 46,293 20,436

Audit Fees 9,135 9,140

Bank Fees 253 193

Computer Expenses 3,609 853

Consultancy 42,921 14,144

DOC Concession 1,700 -

Depreciation 34,151 44,842

Environmental Management Plan 4,972 2,040

General Expenses 776 2,374

Honey Expenses 396 3,744

Insurance 8,560 7,757

IRD Penalties & Fines 7 -

Kaimanawa Honey Expenses 7,665 5,515

Lease Runanga 2E Trust block 20,004 20,004

Lease Rangitaiki Block 2,000 1,625

Legal Fees 13,597 1,519

Maori Land Court fees 57 -

Nursery Expenses
Nursery Expenses 4,743 23,434
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Electricity - Nursery 1,154 1,030

Insurance - Nursery 1,412 -
Total Nursery Expenses 7,308 24,464

Operations Manager 59,583 50,000

Owner's Hui 27,620 32,135

Subscriptions 271 -

Printing & Stationery 933 -

Rates 3 51,048 45,733

Repairs & Maintenance 4,300 -

Repairs & maintenance (Runanga) 1,511 -

Runanga Development Expense 1,287 -

Secretary & Administration 32,746 32,682

Secretary & Administration - General Trust 170 -

Subcontractors - Nursery 9,844 4,939

Trustee Expenses 4 126,504 100,841

Loss on Windup of Kaimanawa Honey LP 16 1,672,584 -

Total Expenses 2,192,434 432,061

Profit (Loss) Before Taxation (327,781) 183,011

Net Profit (Loss) After Taxation (327,781) 183,011
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Statement of Financial Position
East Taupo Lands Trust
As at 31 March 2020

NOTES 31 MAR 2020 31 MAR 2019

Assets
Current Assets

Cash and Bank
BNZ Cheque Account 105,675 50

BNZ Savings Account 394,292 263,276

BNZ KNPN Account 19 21

BNZ Term Deposit 500,000 700,000
Total Cash and Bank 999,987 963,347

Trade and Other Receivables 1,212,889 461,380

Other Current Assets
Accrued Interest 11,997 3,634

Prepayments 1,271 1,551

Waipahihi 4H advances 7,820 7,820

Kaimanawa Honey LP Current Account 16 - 1,417,584

Resident withholding tax paid 2,741 2,747
Total Other Current Assets 23,829 1,433,337

Total Current Assets 2,236,705 2,858,064

Non-Current Assets
Property, Plant and Equipment 9,533,503 9,549,627

Intangibles
Trademarks 2,059 2,059
Total Intangibles 2,059 2,059

Investments
Farmlands Shares 200 200

Manuka Investment Fund Limited 17 1,000,000 -

Kaimanawa Honey LP 16 - 960,000
Total Investments 1,000,200 960,200

Total Non-Current Assets 10,535,762 10,511,886

Total Assets 12,772,467 13,369,950

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Deposits in Advance 31,212 11,881

Accrued Liabilities 1,201 -

Trade and Other Payables 23,855 17,199

GST Payable 156,828 60,646

Kaimanawa Honey LP 16 - 1,411,099
Total Current Liabilities 213,095 1,500,825

Non-Current Liabilities
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Manuka Investment Fund Limited Loan 16 1,000,000 -
Total Non-Current Liabilities 1,000,000 -

Total Liabilities 1,213,095 1,500,825

Net Assets 11,559,372 11,869,125

Trust Equity
Current year earnings (327,781) 183,011

Asset Revaluation Reserve 10 6,854,811 6,836,783

Retained Earnings 6 5,032,342 4,849,331

Total Trust Equity 11,559,372 11,869,125
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Depreciation Schedule
East Taupo Lands Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020
NAME COST OPENING VALUE PURCHASES DISPOSALS DEPRECIATION CLOSING VALUE PRIVATE USE

AMOUNT

Apiary
New Hives Site
Development 14,023 12,234 - - 612 11,622 -

Total Apiary 14,023 12,234 - - 612 11,622 -

Land
Improvements
1.7.2016 33,000 33,000 - - - 33,000 -

Improvements
Revaluation
1.7.2019

4,000 - 4,000 - - 4,000 -

Land 1,897,000 1,897,000 - - - 1,897,000 -
Land Revaluation
1.7.2016 6,803,783 6,803,783 - - - 6,803,783 -

Land Revaluation
1.7.2019 14,028 - 14,028 - - 14,028 -

Total Land 8,751,811 8,733,783 18,028 - - 8,751,811 -

Runanga Building
Proposed Meeting
House 13,485 13,485 - - - 13,485 -

Total Runanga
Building 13,485 13,485 - - - 13,485 -

Runanga Land Development
25000L Poly Water
Tank 2,450 1,090 - - 174 916 -

25000L Poly Water
Tank 2,450 1,105 - - 177 928 -

2inch Aquaram
Pump 4,349 2,303 - - 299 2,004 -

Boundary Signs 1,717 402 - - 121 281 -
Runanga
Development -
Grassing

194,863 10,009 - - - 10,009 -

Runanga Land
Development 716,933 582,180 - - 23,637 558,543 -

Unison Power
Transformer 2,500 1,882 - - 151 1,731 -

Total Runanga
Land Development 925,262 598,971 - - 24,558 574,413 -

Runanga Nursery
Containers & Fitout 23,961 16,931 - - 1,693 15,238 -
Fire Extinguishers
(2) 630 472 - - 61 411 -

Nursery
Construction 49,030 41,715 - - 2,086 39,629 -

Nursery Fencing 7,291 7,291 - - - 7,291 -
Nursery Planter
Boxes 950 687 - - 69 618 -

Nursery Water
System 29,341 25,702 - - 1,285 24,417 -

Potting Shed &
Planting Bay 41,800 41,800 - - - 41,800 -

Shelving 890 560 - - 112 448 -
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Smoko Shed 2,389 2,389 - - - 2,389 -

Stihl Brush Cutter 1,674 542 - - 217 325 -

Stihl Chainsaw 1,137 117 - - 78 39 -

Water Tank 5,000 3,105 - - 497 2,608 -
Total Runanga
Nursery 164,093 141,311 - - 6,098 135,213 -

Runanga Water
25000L Poly Water
Tank 2,460 1,380 - - 221 1,159 -

25000L Poly Water
Tank (2) 5,480 3,118 - - 499 2,619 -

3500L Poly Water
Tank 783 438 - - 70 368 -

Runanga Water
Construction 46,088 39,486 - - 1,974 37,512 -

Total Runanga
Water 54,811 44,422 - - 2,764 41,658 -

Sundry Assets
Mapps 4,037 4,037 - - - 4,037 -

Maps 1,200 1,200 - - - 1,200 -
Samsung Galaxy
Tablet 799 34 - - 23 11 -

Surface Pro 4 1,756 63 - - 42 21 -

Surface Pro 4 1,756 63 - - 42 21 -

Website 1,600 23 - - 12 12 -
Total Sundry
Assets 11,149 5,421 - - 119 5,302 -

Total 9,934,634 9,549,627 18,028 - 34,151 9,533,503 -
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Notes to the Accounts and Statement of
Accounting Policies
East Taupo Lands Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

1. Statement of Accounting Policies

Reporting Entity

The East Taupo Lands Trust an Ahu Whenua Trust, originally vested in New Zealand under section 438 of the Maori Affairs Act
1955, and continues under section 251 of Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993.  These financial statements have been prepared in
accordance with the Special Purpose Framework for use by For-Profit Entities (SPRF for FPEs).

Nature of Operations

The Trust administers over 30,000 hectares of land to the south-east of Taupo and undertakes activities for the benefit of the
Trust and its Owners; operating licences and leases for air access for hunting and fishing, leases grazing land, has a native plant
nursery and is involved in the honey industry,

These financial statements presented are those of East Taupo Lands Trust and have been specifically prepared for the purposes
of meeting the Trust's income tax requirements.

Measurement Basis

With the exception of land, improvements, and the investment portfolio, which have been revalued, the measurement basis
adopted is that of historical cost.  Reliance is place on the fact that the Trust is a going concern.

Income and expenses are recognised on an accrual basis.  All amounts are in New Zealand dollars rounded to the nearest dollar.
Interest recieved is recognised as interest accrues, gross of refundable tax credits received.  Dividends are received are
recognised on receipt, net of non-refundable tax credits.

 Changes in Accounting Policies       

There have been no changes in accounting policies. Policies have been applied on a consistent basis with those of the previous
reporting period.

Depreciation

Depreciation on assets has been calculated at the maximum rates permitted by the Income Tax Act 2007. The rates used are
shown on the Schedule of Fixed Assets and Depreciation attached.  

Accounting for Fixed Assets

The Trust has assets in the following asset classes: Land, Buildings and Office Equipment.

All fixed assets are recorded at cost or valuation less accumulated depreciation. Gains and losses on the disposal of fixed assets
are taken into account in determining the operating result for the year.
The land value is determined by the rateable value, see note 8.

Intangibles

Intangibles have been valued at cost.

Goods and Services Tax

All amounts are stated exclusive of goods and services tax (GST) except for accounts payable and accounts receivable which are
stated inclusive of GST. 

Income Tax
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The Trust is a Maori Authority for taxation purposes. Provision has been made for all known tax liabilities. Income Tax expense
charged to the profit and loss recognises the current obligations for the period, calculated using the Tax Payable method.

Accounts Receivable

These represent valid claims and are shown in the Statement of Financial Position.

Accounts Payable

Accounts payable are classified as other non-derivative financial instruments and are stated at amortised cost.

Movements in Equity

Variations in the unrealised value of managed funds and revaluations of Fixed Assets at balance date are included in the
Statement of Movement in Equity.

Financial Instruments

Financial Assets

Accounts Recievable are shown in the Statement of Financial Position

Financial Liabilities

Accounts Payable are shown in the Statement of Financial Position

Credit Risk

Financial Instruments that potentially subject the Trust to credit risk consist of bank balances and investments in fixed interest
stock and bonds, and equities in managed funds within New Zealand and overseas.  The counter parties are overseas
institutions, publically listed companies and the government.  The Trustees do not anticipate non performance by these
institutions.  No provision for losses have been made on these financial instruments, nor is collateral held against them.

Concentrations of Credit Risk

Bank balances are held at BNZ.  The Trustees consider the risk of non recovery of these instruments to be within satisfactory
guidelines.

Fair Values

Investments are recorded at market value at balance date (excluding disposal costs), which equated to the fair value for each
class of financial instrument.  There were no brokerage fees (Prior year: Nil).

Realised and Unrealised gains and losses arising from investments are included in the Statement of Movements in Equity.

There are no foreign currency investments or transcations.

Currency Risk

The Trust has no investments subject to currency risk.

Interest Rate Risk

The investments of the Trust in fixed interest securities are exposed to the interest rate risk.

2. Audit

These financial statements have been subject to Audit.
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2020 2019

3. Rates
Rates - Waikato Regional Council 909 840

Rates - Hawkes Bay Regional Council 17,794 13,980

Rates - Horizons Regional Council 5,216 5,517

Rates - Taupo District Council 27,129 25,396

Total Rates 51,048 45,733

2020 2019

4. Trustee meeting fees &meeting expenses
Trustee Meeting Fees 93,283 96,411

Trustee Meeting Expenses 5,721 4,336

Trustees Monthly Tax Free Reimbursement 27,500 94

Total Trustee meeting fees &meeting expenses 126,504 100,841

2020 2019

5. Income Tax Expense
Net Profit (Loss) Before Tax (327,781) 183,011

Adjustments to Taxable Profit
Non-Deductible Legal Expense 6,799 -

Non-Deductible Gifts to Owners 6,261 11,992

Non-Deductible Donations/Koha 1,000 -

Non-Deductible Debt Forgiveness 1,672,584 -

Non-Deductible insurance 515 650

IRD Penalties 8 -

Kaimanawa Honey LP Accounting Profit/(Loss) (451,098) 198,967
Total Adjustments to Taxable Profit 1,236,069 211,609

Deductions from Taxable Profit
Kaimanawa Honey LP taxation loss 896,950 244,174

Taxable Losses Carried Forward 1,056,125 1,206,571
Total Deductions from Taxable Profit 1,953,075 1,450,745

Taxable Profit (Loss) (1,044,787) (1,056,125)

Tax Payable at 17.5% - -

Deductions from Tax Payable
Resident withholding tax paid 2,741 2,747
Total Deductions from Tax Payable 2,741 2,747

Income Tax Payable (Refund Due) (2,741) (2,747)

2020 2019

6. Trust Equity
Trust Equity

Opening Balance 11,869,125 11,686,112
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Current Year Earnings (327,781) 183,011

Capital Loss on Investment (960,000) -

Asset Revaluation Reserve 18,028 -

Total Trust Equity 10,599,372 11,869,123

7. Maori Authority Credit Account

At balance date Maori Authority credits available to shareholders.

2020 2019

Maori Authority Credit
Opening Balance 272,388 274,596

Plus RWT paid 2,741 2,747

Less Income Tax Refund Received (2,747) (4,955)

Total Maori Authority Credit 272,382 272,388

8. Accumulated Funds of the Trust

In accordance with the directions of the Maori Land Court, the accumulated funds of the Trust, excluding the blocks themselves,
are held by the Trustees.   The land has been revalued using the Quotable Valuations as at 1 July 2019.

2020 2019

Quotable Value Limited Land Valuations
Kaimanawa 1F 1,120,000 1,125,000

Kaimanawa 2B 2,900,000 2,905,000

Wharetoto 1 815,000 837,000

Wharetoto 2A 220,000 233,000

Wharetoto 2B 198,000 210,000

Wharetoto 3 470,000 493,000

Wharetoto 11 48,000 56,000

Tapapa 3A, 3B1, 3B2 1,944,000 1,954,000

Runanga 1C ** - -

Runanga 2A 328,000 317,000

Runanga 2B 315,000 339,000

Runanga 2C1A 63,000 61,000

Runanga 2C1B 145,000 146,000

Runanga 2C1C 99,000 95,000

Runanga 2C1D 101,000 102,000

Runanga 2C3B1 140,000 142,000

Runanga 2C3C 184,000 192,000

Runanga 2C3A 101,000 91,000

Runanga 2C3B2B 153,000 156,000

Total Quotable Value Limited Land Valuations 9,344,000 9,454,000

** Runanga 1C has no rating valuation, this block is valued together with Runanga 2C3B1, valuation number 073910440.
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9. Tapapa Blocks

The three Tapapa blocks are valued as one block.  Subject to ratification (if necessary) from the Maori Land Court, the Trustees
have apportioned these three blocks on the basis of the following:

2020 2019

Tapapa Blocks
Tapapa 3A (12.63%) 1,187,843 1,193,753

Tapapa 3B1 (3.65%) 343,280 345,148

Tapapa 3B2 (4.39%) 412,877 415,099

Total Tapapa Blocks (20.67%) 1,944,000 1,954,000

2020 2019

10. Asset Revaluation Reserve
Opening Asset Revaluation 6,836,783 6,836,783

Increase/(decrease) in Valuations 18,028 -

Closing Asset Revaluation Reserve 6,854,811 6,836,783

11. Operating Commitments

The Trust has the following leases:

Runanga 2E Trust - $1,667 per month, date of lease 19 May 2015 expiring 18 January 2030

Rangitaiki Block - $2,000 per annun, expiring 31 December 2024

12. Contingent Liabilities

 There are no known material contingent liabilities at balance date (2019: Nil).

13. Capital Commitments

There are no known material capital committments at balance date.  As at 31 March 2019, the Trust had spent a total of
$1,021,576 on capital expenditure relating to the development of the Runanga Block and invested $960,000 in Kaimanawa
Honey LP.

14. Events Subsequent to Balance Date

 There has been no material events subsequent to balance date that would affect the fair presentation of these financial
statements.

15. Related Party

Nigel Baker (former Trustee) was paid $9,319 for contracting work (2019: $4,682).
Nigel Baker is also a Trustee of Runanga 2E Trust; lease payments were paid to Runanga 2E Trust $20,004 (Prior Year: $20,004).

Trustees C Ellis and M Ross represent the Trust as Directors of Kaimanawa Honey GP Limited.  

16. Kaimanawa Honey Limited Partnership

Kaimanawa Honey LP (KHLP) is a limited partnership established in November 2014 between East Taupo Lands Trust and
Comvita New Zealand.  The Trust invested $960,000 into KHLP for 50% of the partnership interest.  Comvita through it's
associated entities provide the beekeeping equipment and management systems required for running large-scale beekeeping
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operations and the Trust leased the land sites to KHLP.  KHLP was responsible for collecting, processing and selling honey from
the hives positioned on the Trust's land.  The Trust received fees for the land use in 2019 of $401,200 and share of the profit or
loss of the LP's operations.  

The Trust's share of the KHLP accounting profit to 30 June 2020 was $451,098 (2019: $198,697 Net loss).  The realised net taxable
loss for the year is $896,950 (2019 $244,174)  after the write off of the Trust KHLP Current liability balance of $960,000 (2019:
$1,411,098) and the write off of the KHLP Current account balance of $1,672,584 (2019: $1,417,584).  The Trust exited KHLP in
October 2019.

17. Pure Manuka Honey Limited trading as Three Peaks

The Trust borrowed $1,000,000 for the purchase of 5% of Shares (50 Shares) in Manuka Investment Fund Limited (MIFL) on 14
November 2019.  Perry International Trading Group Limited holds the other 95% of Shares (950 shares).  The Trust applied
$200,000 of the $1,000,000 to purchase hives from Kaimanawa Honey Limited Partnership for  Pure Manuka Honey Limited
(PMHL) trading as Three Peaks.  MIFL holds 100% shares in NZ Bee Products Limited which owns PMHL.  The Trust has entered
into a Beekeeping and Land Use agreement (BLUA) with Three Peaks.  The commencement date of this agreement is 1 October
2019, with an initial expiry date of 30 September 2024.  PMHL operates an apiary business on the Trusts lands and is responsible
for collecting, processing and selling honey from the hives positioned on the Trust's land.

18. Allocation to the East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust

Pursuant to an order of the Maori Land Court, an amount determined by the Trustees can be set aside from the net income
before tax for the East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust, which is controlled b East Taupo Lands Trust Trustees.  Monies from
the East Taupo Lands  Trust Charitable Trust are distributed for education and health grants, and no income tax liability arises in
respect of these grants, either to East Taupo Lands Charitable Trust or to the beneficiaries.  As a 31 March 2020 Nil is payable
(Prior Year: Nil).  
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IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT  AAUUDDIITTOORR''SS  RREEPPOORRTT  

TToo  tthhee  BBeenneeffiicciiaarriieess  ooff  EEaasstt  TTaauuppoo  LLaannddss  TTrruusstt  
OOppiinniioonn 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of East Taupo Lands Trust on pages 5 to 16, which 
comprise the statement of financial position as at 31 March 2020 and the statement of financial performance for 
the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting 
policies. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of East Taupo Lands Trust as at 31 March 2020 and its financial performance for the year then ended, in 
accordance with the Special Purpose Financial Reporting Framework for For-Profit Entities (SPFR for FPEs) issued 
by Chartered Accountants Australia & New Zealand. 

BBaassiiss  ffoorr  OOppiinniioonn 

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand) (ISAs (NZ)). Our 
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the 
Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of East Taupo Lands Trust in accordance with 
Professional and Ethical Standard 1 (Revised) Code of Ethics for Assurance Practitioners issued by the New 
Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in 
accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 

Other than in our capacity as auditor we have no relationship with, or interests in, East Taupo Lands Trust. 

EEmmpphhaassiiss  ooff  MMaatttteerr  --  BBaassiiss  ooff  AAccccoouunnttiinngg 

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial statements, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial 
statements have been prepared in accordance with a special purpose financial reporting framework for the 
purposes of meeting the Trust's income tax requirements. As a result, the financial statements may not be 
suitable for another purpose. 

RReessttrriiccttiioonn  oonn  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy 

This report is made solely to the Beneficiaries, as a body, in accordance with the Trust Order of East Taupo Lands 
Trust. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the Beneficiaries those matters we are 
required to state to them in an auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, 
we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the Beneficiaries as a body, for our audit work, 
for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 

  



TTrruusstteeeess’’  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss 

The Trustees are responsible on behalf of the entity for determining that the special purpose financial reporting 
framework adopted is acceptable in East Taupo Lands Trust's circumstances, the preparation of financial 
statements, and for such internal control as the Trustees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of 
financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible on behalf of the entity for assessing the 
entity's ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and 
using the going concern basis of accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the entity or to cease 
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

AAuuddiittoorr''ss  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ffoorr  tthhee  AAuuddiitt  ooff  tthhee  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free 
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our 
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with ISAs (NZ) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise 
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be 
expected to influence the decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements. 

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs (NZ), we exercise professional judgement and maintain professional 
scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud 
or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that 
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material 
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve 
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that 
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the entity's internal control. 

• Conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of accounting by the Trustees 
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or 
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the entity's ability to continue as a going concern. If we 
conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to 
the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our 
opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor's report. 
However, future events or conditions may cause the entity to cease to continue as a going concern. 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates and related disclosures made by management. We communicate with the Trustees regarding, 
among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including 
any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 

 
Kirsten Dixon 
Public Practitioner and Qualified Auditor 
Taupo 
11th November 2020 
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Entity Information
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

'Who are we?', 'Why do we exist?'

 

Legal Name of Entity

East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust

Entity Type and Legal Basis

Registered Charitable Trust

Registration Number

CC24040

Entity's Purpose or Mission

To distribute funds to owners and beneficiaries by way of grant, for charitable purposes as are deemed Maori Community
Purposes in accordance with Section 218 of Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993. In making payments for charitable purposes the
trustees shall place particular emphasis on education.

Entity Structure

East Taupo Lands Trusts Charitable Trust has five Trustees, who are responsible for the governance.  Management and
secretariat services of the Trust are undertaken by the Trust's accounting Firm, Asher Group Limited. 

Main Sources of Entity's Cash and Resources

The East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust receives net income before tax, generated by East Taupo Lands Trust, an Ahu
Whenua Trust.  Therefore, if East Taupo Lands Trust has a taxable loss, no income will be received.  The only other income
received comes from investments and interest received.

Main Methods Used by Entity to Raise Funds

East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust is not an active fundraising entity.

Entity's Reliance on Volunteers and Donated Goods or Services

East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust is not reliant on volunteers, nor donated goods or services.

Physical Address

63-65 Waikato Street, Taupo, New, 3351

Postal Address

PO Box 723, Taupo, Taupo, New Zealand, 3351



Whārangi 31

EAST TAUPO LANDS TRUST CHARITABLE TRUST



Whārangi 32

EAST TAUPO LANDS TRUST CHARITABLE TRUST

Performance Report East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust                                                                                                                                                                                    Page 5 of 11

Statement of Service Performance
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

'What did we do?', 'When did we do it?'

Description of Entity's Outcomes

To provide payments for charitable purposes as are deemed Maori Community Purposes in accordance with Section 218 of Te
Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993. In making payments for charitable purposes the trustees shall place particular emphasis on
education.

2020 2019

Description and Quantification of the Entity's Outputs
Education Grants 15,290 16,950

Kaumatua Health Grants 9,724 9,010

Over 80's Kaumatua Grant 53,000 32,000

School Stationery Grant 900 2,640

School Uniforms Grant - 14

Discretionary Grants 619 2,669

School Grants 18,747 44,550

Tangihanga Grants 6,000 12,000

Total Description and Quantification of the Entity's Outputs 104,280 119,833

Description and Quantification of the Entity's Outputs

• Education grants are for those attending tertiary education, the grant varies depending on the course. 
• Kaumatua Health Grants for over 65's are up to $500 per grant.
• Over 80's Grants are $1,000 per grant.
• School Stationery Grants are between $40 - $100 per grant.
• School Uniform Grants are between $150 - $250 per grant.
• Discretionary Grants are at the Trustees' discretion.
• School Grants are between $40 - $100 per grant.
• Tangihanga Grants are $500 per grant.

Additional Information

Given that this Trust will never pay a dividend to its owners and beneficiaries, the only way to distribute funds is through the
grants system.  The Trust does set an annual budget for each grant type.  The Trustees monitor budget variances on a monthly
basis and review the grant budgets when needed.  The Trustees consider applications from owners and beneficiaries under the
heading of Discretionary Grants for things such as assisting children who have learning difficulties with extra tuition from
non-schooling educational providers, sports teams competing at national and international level, assisting families with
disabled family members with specialist medical appointment costs.
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Statement of Financial Performance
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

'How was it funded?' and 'What did it cost?'

NOTES 2020 2019

Revenue
Interest, dividends and other investment revenue 1 1,418 6,820

Total Revenue 1,418 6,820

Expenses
Administrative Costs 2 45,094 50,331

Grants and donations made 2 104,280 119,833

Total Expenses 149,374 170,164

Surplus/(Deficit) for the Year (147,956) (163,344)
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Statement of Financial Position
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust
As at 31 March 2020

'What the entity owns?' and 'What the entity owes?'

 

NOTES 31 MAR 2020 31 MAR 2019

Assets
Current Assets

Bank accounts and cash 3 42,456 198,379

Other Current Assets 3 260 1,637
Total Current Assets 42,716 200,016

Total Assets 42,716 200,016

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Creditors and accrued expenses 4 4,148 8,902

Grants Payable 4 - 4,590
Total Current Liabilities 4,148 13,492

Total Liabilities 4,148 13,492

Total Assets less Total Liabilities (Net Assets) 38,568 186,524

Trust Equity
Trust Equity 5 38,568 186,524
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Statement of Cash Flows
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

'How the entity has received and used cash'

2020 2019

Cash Flows from Operating Activities
Interest, dividends and other investment receipts 1,484 8,814

Payments to suppliers and employees (50,127) (51,393)

Cash Receipts from Other Revenue 1,311 827

Donations or grants paid (108,590) (131,828)

Total Cash Flows from Operating Activities (155,923) (173,580)

Cash Flows from Investing and Financing Activities
Receipts from sale of investments - 225,000

Total Cash Flows from Investing and Financing Activities - 225,000

Net Increase/(Decrease) in Cash (155,923) 51,420

Bank Accounts and Cash
Opening cash 198,379 146,959

Closing cash 42,456 198,379

Net change in cash for period (155,923) 51,420
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Statement of Accounting Policies
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

'How did we do our accounting?'

Basis of Preparation

The entity has elected to apply PBE SFR-A (NFP) Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting - Accrual (Not-For-Profit) on the
basis that it does not have public accountability and has total annual expenses equal to or less than $2,000,000. All transactions
in the Performance Report are reported using the accrual basis of accounting. The Performance Report is prepared under the
assumption that the entity will continue to operate in the foreseeable future.

Goods and Services Tax (GST)

The entity is not registered for GST. Therefore all amounts are stated inclusive of GST (if any).

Income Tax

East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust is wholly exempt from New Zealand income tax having fully complied with all statutory
conditions for these exemptions.

Bank Accounts and Cash

Bank accounts and cash in the Statement of Cash Flows comprise cash balances and bank balances (including short term
deposits) with original maturities of 90 days or less.

Interest, Dividends & Other Investment Income

Interest income is recorded when interest is received by the Trust.

Changes in Accounting Policies

There have been no changes in accounting policies. Policies have been applied on a consistent basis with those of the previous
reporting period.
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Notes to the Performance Report
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust
For the year ended 31 March 2020

2020 2019

1. Analysis of Revenue
Interest, dividends and other investment revenue

Interest Income 1,418 6,820
Total Interest, dividends and other investment revenue 1,418 6,820

2020 2019

2. Analysis of Expenses
Administrative Costs

Consulting & Accounting 5,185 5,525

General Expenses - 44

GST on Expenses 5,882 6,565

Meeting Expenses 101 -

Printing & Stationery - 182

Secretarial and administration of grants 33,718 38,015

Subscriptions 208 -
Total Administrative Costs 45,094 50,331

Grants and donations made
Education Grants 15,290 16,950

Kaumatua Health Grants 9,724 9,010

Over 80's Kaumatua Grant 53,000 32,000

School Grants 18,747 44,550

School Stationery Grant 900 2,640

School Uniforms Grant - 14

Discretionary Grants 619 2,669

Tangihanga Grants 6,000 12,000
Total Grants and donations made 104,280 119,833

2020 2019

3. Analysis of Assets
Bank accounts and cash

Charitable Trust Savings 31,611 73,305

Charitable Trust Trading 10,844 75

BNZ Term Deposit - 125,000
Total Bank accounts and cash 42,456 198,379

Other current assets
Accrued Interest 1 67

Withholding tax paid 260 -

Income Tax - 1,570
Total Other current assets 260 1,637
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2020 2019

4. Analysis of Liabilities
Creditors and accrued expenses

Accounts Payable 280 8,902

Accrued Expenses 3,868 -
Total Creditors and accrued expenses 4,148 8,902

Other current liabilities
Grants Payable - 4,590
Total Other current liabilities - 4,590

2020 2019

5. Trust Equity
Reserves 5,258 5,258

Accumulated Funds
Opening Balance 181,267 344,610

Current year earnings (147,956) (163,344)
Total Accumulated Funds 33,311 181,267

Total Trust Equity 38,568 186,524

6. Contingent Liabilities and Guarantees

 There are no contingent liabilities or guarantees as at 31 March 2020 (Last year - nil).

7. Related Parties

There were no transactions involving related parties during the financial year (Last year - nil). 

8. East Taupo Land Trust

Pursuant to an order of the Maori Land Court, net income before tax is set aside for the East Taupo Lands Charitable Trust, which
is controlled by East Taupo Lands Trust Trustees at an amount determined by the Trustees from year to year.  Monies from the
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust are distributed for education and health grants, and no income tax liability arises in
respect of these grants, either to East Taupo Trust Charitable Trust or to the beneficiaries.  Allocation as at 31 March 2020 is Nil
from East Taupo Lands Trust, as the Trust made a taxable loss (Last year Nil)

9. Events After the Balance Date

There were no events that have occurred after the balance date that would have a material impact on the Performance Report
(Last year - nil).

10. Ability to Continue Operating

The Trust will continue to operate for the foreseeable future.  The Trust received a distribution of $157,000 fro the East Taupo
Land Trust in May 2020.

11. Commitments

The Trust had no commitments other than the grants approved but not yet paid as recorded in liabilities section of the
Statement of Financial Position.



 

IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT  AAUUDDIITTOORR''SS  RREEPPOORRTT  

TToo  tthhee  TTrruusstteeeess  ooff  EEaasstt  TTaauuppoo  LLaannddss  TTrruusstt  CChhaarriittaabbllee  TTrruusstt  
OOppiinniioonn 

We have audited the accompanying performance report of East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust on pages 3 to 
11, which comprises the entity information, the statement of service performance, the statement of financial 
performance and statement of cash flows for the year ended 31 March 2020, the statement of financial position 
as at 31 March 2020, the statement of accounting policies and other explanatory information. 

In our opinion: 
a) the reported outcomes and outputs, and quantification of the outputs to the extent practicable, in the 
statement of service performance are suitable; 
b) the performance report on pages 3 to 11 presents fairly, in all material respects: 

• the entity information for the year ended 31 March 2020; 
• the service performance for the year then ended; and 
• the financial position of East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust as at 31 March 2020, and its financial 

performance, and cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Public Benefit Entity Simple 
Format Reporting – Accrual (Not-For-Profit). 

BBaassiiss  ffoorr  OOppiinniioonn 

We conducted our audit of the statement of financial performance, statement of financial position, statement of 
cash flows, statement of accounting policies and notes to the performance report in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand) (ISAs (NZ)), and the audit of the entity information and 
statement of service performance in accordance with the International Standard on Assurance Engagements (New 
Zealand) ISAE (NZ) 3000 (Revised). Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the 
Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Performance Report section of our report. We are independent of 
East Taupo Lands Trust Charitable Trust in accordance with Professional and Ethical Standard 1 (Revised) Code of 
Ethics for Assurance Practitioners issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board, and we 
have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 

Other than in our capacity as auditor we have no relationship with, or interests in, East Taupo Lands Trust 
Charitable Trust. 

  

  

  



RReessttrriiccttiioonn  oonn  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy 

This report is made solely to the Trustees, as a body, in accordance with section 42F of the Charities Act 2005. 
Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the Trustees those matters we are required to 
state to them in an auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not 
accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the Trustees as a body, for our audit work, for this report, 
or for the opinions we have formed. 

TTrruusstteeeess''  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  RReeppoorrtt 

The Trustees are responsible on behalf of the entity for: 
(a) identifying outcomes and outputs, and quantifying the outputs to the extent practicable, that are relevant, 
reliable, comparable and understandable, to report in the statement of service performance; 
(b) the preparation and fair presentation of the performance report which comprises: 
- the entity information; 
- the statement of service performance; and 
- the statement of financial performance, statement of financial position, statement of cash flows, 
statement of accounting policies and notes to the performance report 
in accordance with Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting – Accrual (Not-For-Profit) issued in New 
Zealand by the New Zealand Accounting Standards Board, and 
(c) for such internal control as the Trustees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of a performance 
report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the performance report, the Trustees are responsible on behalf of the entity for assessing the 
entity's ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and 
using the going concern basis of accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the entity or to cease 
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

AAuuddiittoorr''ss  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ffoorr  tthhee  AAuuddiitt  ooff  tthhee  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  RReeppoorrtt 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the performance report is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our opinion. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with ISAs (NZ) and ISAE (NZ) 3000 (Revised) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they 
could reasonably be expected to influence the decisions of users taken on the basis of this performance report. 

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs (NZ), we exercise professional judgement and maintain professional 
scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the performance report, whether due to fraud 
or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that 
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material 
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve 
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that 
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the entity's internal control. 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates and related disclosures made by management. 

 



• Conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of accounting by the Trustees 
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or 
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the entity's ability to continue as a going concern. If we 
conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor's report to 
the related disclosures in the performance report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our 
opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor's report. 
However, future events or conditions may cause the entity to cease to continue as a going concern. 

• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the performance report, including the 
disclosures, and whether the performance report represents the underlying transactions and events in a 
manner that achieves fair presentation. 

• Perform procedures to obtain evidence about and evaluate whether the reported outcomes and outputs, 
and quantification of the outputs to the extent practicable, are relevant, reliable, comparable and 
understandable. 

We communicate with the Trustees regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit 
and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our 
audit. 

 
Kirsten Dixon 
Public Practitioner and Qualified Auditor 
Taupo 
 
29th September 2020 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY
Each year it is always fundamentally important to reiterate and inform, that under the 
legislation of the ‘Health and Safety in the Workplace Act 2015’, the East Taupo Lands 
Trust proactively continues in its fiduciary responsibility, in prudently seeking to provide 
for full compliance in all relevant areas as required within its obligations under the so-
said Act as a, ‘Person Conducting a Business or Undertaking’ (PCBU).

Therefore pertaining to any operation/s on our Trust lands, ‘the Trust must always ensure, 
so far as is practicable, the Health and Safety of Workers, and that other Persons are not 
put at risk by its work’.

In this commitment of best endeavour practice to address and provide for such prescribed 
protection, the Trust therefore accordingly fulfils its PCBU responsibility of ‘primary duty of 
care’. 

Principle stakeholders in the Trust’s business during this last Financial Year have included: 
• Helisika
• Tunamaro Hunting Syndicate
• KiwiBee Medical
• Runanga Farm Lease
• Pure Manuka Honey Ltd

Robust clauses are included in all prerequisite ‘Stakeholder Health and Safety Plans/
Agreements’, inclusive of a requirement for ‘quarterly Heath and Safety Reports’, and 
these are all also accordingly structured in obligatory intent to provide integral ethos to 
protect any worker, hunter, whanau or any other person accessing our Trust lands. 

These Health and Safety measures further serve to protect and mitigate risk to both the 
Trust’s assets and whenua. 

All Health and Safety Plans/Agreements are reviewed annually by our Trust, or earlier as 
deemed required, ‘if in the event of incident or significant change’.

Such incident and significant change in this reporting period causing for unanticipated 
challenge and review by our Trust, was the onset and impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic 
during the latter part of this financial year, namely, 28 February 2020 when the first case 
was reported in Aotearoa.

All Health and Safety plans/agreements were subsequently subject to immediate review 
to re-align in accordance with proposed government law changes across a broad spectrum 
of legislation to aid the response to, and recovery from, the Covid-19 pandemic, this later 
culminating in the ‘Covid-19 Public Health Response Act 2020’.
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This unfortunately and regrettably also resulted in the precautionary but responsible 
early decision by the Trust to cancel the proposed Fly-In Owners Hikoi Programme 2020, 
and also a later but consistent decision to change to an alternative Livestream 2020 East 
Taupo Lands Trust AGM.

An East Taupo Lands Trust QR Scanning Barcode was also installed at the Runanga Farm 
Nursey SH5 gate as a further precautionary measure to support contact tracing.

A notable incident for this reporting period to be updated upon, highlights a serious fire 
that occurred on the south-eastern part of the Runanga Farm Block in February 2020 
causing significant damage to an approximate 10 acre area. The cause of the fire was 
unfortunately undetermined due to the unavailability and lapse in time lost for a fire 
assessment to be undertaken by an accredited specialist auditor.

However, this incident also highlighted utmost importance for our Trust to proactively 
seek to address the wider scope of potential fire risk impact to all our Trust lands and 
assets thereof, in particular, the significant manuka and native resources, and also the 
Trusts many huts.

Next year’s AGM Report will update  on a proposed ‘East Taupo Lands Trust Fire Risk 
Management Plan’ to be confirmed by the Trust in conjunction with Fire Risk Auditor, Don 
Scott.

Ngā mihi atu ki a koutou,
Matiu Heperi Northcroft
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HONEY REPORT
April 1st 2020 was the end date for the reporting period for this AGM, it was just days 
before the Prime Minister announced the beginning of the Covid – 19 enforced Level 4 
lockdown. The honey from East Taupo Lands had been harvested but the final numbers 
were still unknown. We now know that the 2019 / 2020 honey outcome was to be a very 
good one.

A step back; 

In October 2019 the Trust negotiated its way out of a five year relationship with Comvita 
NZ and signed a new deal with Pure Manuka Honey Limited (PMHL) . PMHL also known as 
Three Peaks Honey is a subsidiary of the Perry Group based in Hamilton.

It was an extremely busy period for the Trust in late 2019, leaving one arrangement and 
starting a new honey proposition with another party. The Trust had experienced three 
consecutive poor honey seasons with Comvita NZ, with three new Trustees on board it 
signalled a change where the 50/50 JV model just didn’t cut it anymore. In theory it was 
good but the ethos in joint venture businesses is that you share equally the profits and 
the losses. After consecutive losses it was resolved by the Trust, to move on. It was good 
when the honey was plentiful but it became very difficult when the honey scarce.

In December 2019 hives were flown onto our lands with new partners, beekeepers and 
operational staff and our historic contractor Helisika still did the fly in and fly out. There 
was much at stake in the 2019/2020 season and thankfully everything came together 
nicely.

One of the things that drew the Trust to PMHL was the opportunity presented to the Trust 
to pick up a 5% equity shareholding in PMHL, this opportunity has played out and the 
Trust are looking forward to a further 5% shareholding within two years. We are the only 
roopu who have been offered this unique opportunity by PMHL.

As mentioned previously, at 1st April 2020, not all the honey had not been extracted but 
we had received preliminary reports saying things were looking pretty good.
 
Operations began the second week of December 2019, 3250 hives were flown from Poronui 
Station overlooking the Mohaka River and a further 1250 hives were lifted in from the back 
paddock on Lochinver Station, a sprinkling of a few hundred hives were placed by hand in 
the Runanga corridor and SF70.
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Another feature of the PMHL arrangement is that access onto our lands through Poronui 
and Lochinver seems to be somewhat easier than in previous years, this has much to do 
with the enduring relationship between Poronui, Lochinver and PMHL.

The bulk of our honey is high quality manuka honey with some multi floral coming out of 
the Runanga and SF70.

The Trust is very comfortable with its arrangement with PMHL and we look forward to 
many great outcomes in the future.

Nga mihi katoa,
Binky Ellis 
Chairman



Whārangi 46

EAST TAUPO LANDS TRUST

GRANTS REPORT
The Charitable Trust is a vehicle by which East Taupo Lands Trust’s profits can be used to 
provide direct benefits to owners.     

In the 2020 year the Charitable Trust paid 435 grants totalling $104,280. The following is a 
breakdown of the grants that were paid:
 
• Over 80s Grants - 53 recipients. Total paid $53,000. This grant pays $1,000 per year for 

owners aged 80 and over.  
 
• Kaumatua Health Grants – 21 recipients. Total paid $9,724. This grant pays up to $500 

per financial year for owners aged 65 and over to assist with medical and health costs 
such as glasses, hearing aids, dental costs and other specialist medical care.

• Education Grants – 40 recipients. Total paid $15,290. This is a grant to assist with 
fees for students undertaking full time tertiary education in New Zealand. The grant 
value depends on the level of study; Doctorate $600, Bachelor’s Degree $500, Polytech 
Diploma $200, University or Graduate Diploma $400, Multi-Year Certificate $200, Other 
Certificates $100.  Going forward, these have been renamed as ‘Tertiary Grants’.  

• School Stationery Grants – 34 recipients. Total paid $900. The total paid is low because 
this grant is now part of the School Grants.   

• School Grants – 274 recipients. Total paid $18,747. This grant can be applied for once 
each school year and is paid to either schools or stationery suppliers (via a Warehouse 
Stationery gift card). The set grant amounts were: primary level $40, intermediate level 
$50 and secondary level $100. Applications open in mid-November each year. This year, 
due to Covid-19 lockdown, the trustees extended the school grant closing date from 29 
March to 30 June 2020.      

• Tangihanga – 12 recipients. Total paid $6,000. This is a $500 grant to assist with 
tangihanga expenses for deceased owners.  

• Discretionary – 1 grant. Total paid $619. This grant is paid at the trustee’s discretion.  
Examples include contributions to events, sponsorship, or crisis situations. The grant 
paid this year was for high school students who assisted with planting and propagation 
at the Trust’s Native Plant Nursery.  

The Trust regularly reviews its grants programme to provide the optimum benefits possible 
to owners and beneficiaries within the funding that can be made available each year.

Nga mihi,
Heemi Biddle
Trustee
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KAITIAKI & WILDERNESS

View of Te Papakopuru with Kaweka range in the distance

Kaitiaki activities on trust lands include deer management, hut and walkway maintenance, 
pest and weed control, and protection of biodiversity and cultural heritage. The range of mahi 
associated with our kaitiakitanga are outlined in the Trust’s Environmental Management Plan, 
which identifies seven priority areas to guide the conservation and ecological management of the 
land and natural resources in its care.

Activities on the whenua during the year to end of March 2020 occurred per usual, but as 
mentioned elsewhere, the summary impact of Covid-19 – particularly on hut bookings – will 
come through in the next Annual Report. Although initial indications are that domestic demand 
for hunting and hut bookings continues to be strong, the Trust is aware we will need to be 
enterprising and strategic in responding to the present unprecedented economic circumstances.

Some of the operational challenges identified in the year include:
• Developing an appropriate set of indicators or measures for environmental sustainability 

reporting
• How to increase biosecurity and fire risk awareness amongst people who access the whenua
• How to identify and develop a pool of skilled personnel from our owners for potential employment
• Keeping on top of wilding pine regrowth or spread; and
• Monitoring for potential incursion of wallabies
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The Trust has 26 huts available for accommodation bookings
– this one is located in the beautiful Mangapapa Valley

Wahi Tapu and Other Sites of Significance
For some years the trust has recognised the need to bring together a record of wahi tapu and 
other sites of significance that are located on the whenua. This is an ongoing project and involves 
establishing a proper process regarding both technical and tikanga considerations
East Taupo whenua has a long and rich history filled with the many goings on of our various 
ancestors. The following korero is but one example which highlights the significance of several 
geographical features and sites located on Trust lands:

‘While living in the Mohaka-Tapapa area issues arose between Whiti-kaupeka’s people 
and their neighbours; Whiti-kaupeka is said to have insulted his relative Maruahine (I) in 
the presence of her husband’s tribe Ngati Kurapoto, this led to Tupangia warning Whiti-
kaupeka that his life would be at risk if such a thing happened again.

Sometime later a dispute occurred between Pare-tuiri of Ngati Kurapoto and Whiti-
kaupeka over the rights to areas for cultivating and harvesting food.  This matter is said to 
have been resolved by Whiti-kaupeka and his people deciding to leave the upper Mohaka-
Tapapa area and live in Mokai-Patea.  Other sources state they departed due to reprisals 
after Ngati Whiti killed Pare-tuiri, believing she had taken kumara from their stores and 
cultivations.

In one version of events Pare-tuiri is said to have waited until nightfall before taking all of 
the kumara, taro and perei from nga rua (food storage pits) of Ngati Whiti while everybody 
was sleeping.  This led to her being killed.

In another version Pare-tuiri and her helpers were digging for aruhe (fern root) at Poronui 
and after spending some hours gathering a sufficient quantity, lay them out in the sun to 
dry.  While the aruhe were drying Pare-tuiri dug for perei which also grew in the vicinity.  
Perei tubers are reddish in colour and resemble certain types of kumara.  At the end of 
the day she placed the aruhe in her kete with the perei on top, and headed back to her 
kainga.  On the way she passed near a cultivated area called Paengaroa used by Ngati 
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Whiti for growing kumara.  The kumara had recently been harvested and were set aside in 
piles as was the tikanga.  A group of children saw Pare-tuiri and mistakenly thought the 
perei in her bulging kete was kumara from Paengaroa; when they told this to their elders 
a number of Ngati Whiti went searching for Pare-tuiri and killed her.

“When Ngati Kurapoto heard what had happened they sent messengers to Taupo and a 
combined force of Ngati Kurapoto and Ngati Tuwharetoa attacked Ngati Whiti in the two 
pa Otarourahi [Rounui] and Otarouwhiti [Rouiti].  These pa were eventually overwhelmed 
however many Ngati Whiti were able to escape, making their way south up the Oamaru 
river and across the Otutu range.  Ngati Maruahine also joined in the fighting against 
Ngati Whiti”.

Please contact us if you are interested in contributing to this sites of significance project

Pekapeka Still Present on East Taupo Whenua
Pera hoki me Maui i tango ra i te ahua o te Pekapeka, katahi ano ka mate i a Hine-nui i te po
[the bat was one of the creatures Maui took the form of when he tried to overcome the powers of 
Hine-nui i te po]

Pekapeka or NZ short-tail bat in flight above forest floor [image credit: David Mudge]

The highly endangered Pekapeka or NZ short-tail bat (Mystacina tuberculata) was recently 
confirmed as still present on East Taupo whenua.
The observation of Pekapeka came about as part of a Trust kaitiaki initiative to look at new 
methods for effective ground-based pest control which involved setting up a series of remote 
monitoring cameras.  The intention of these cameras was to capture information on any possum 
activity that may be occurring around selected sites across Trust lands.
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Pekapeka in the Ngapuketurua area of East Taupo Lands [image credit:  Manaaki Whenua]

Short-tail bats are found only in New Zealand and are notable for foraging more on the forest 
floor than any other bat species. Populations have declined dramatically as a result of native 
forest clearance, impacts on food supply and introduced predators. They are relatively small, being 
6 - 7cm in head-body length with a wingspan of 28 - 30cm. Once widespread, short-tail bats now 
mainly survive in the few remaining unmodified forests of the North Island.
The initiative which led to sighting short-tail bats on East Taupo whenua was part of a project 
with Manaaki Whenua – Landcare Research. The trust is wanting up-to-date field data on the 
presence of possums and other pest animals (such as rats & stoats), and also information on 
which methods of ground-based control (bait stations) are most effective for our whenua. A key 
responsibility for the Trust is protecting and safeguarding natural biodiversity, ecology and the 
environment.

Pekapeka feeding on a weta; much of their kai is made up of insects and plants that live on the forest floor [image credit:  Rod Morris]

The Trust has been keen to support evidence-based methods of animal pest control that 
involve targeted ground application. There are now a range of modern bait station options that 
automatically reset themselves over several months, and do not kill non-target species or require 
handling of poison. 
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Pest control using aerial dispersal of eco-toxic baits like 1080 is an ongoing issue for reasons 
which include lack of effectiveness for improving biodiversity, collateral kills of native birds, and 
potential poisoning of sources of kai such as deer, pigs and tuna. These bait pellets are scattered 
by helicopter or plane over large areas.

Research on Pekapeka indicates they spend up to a third of their time foraging for food on the 
forest floor. The priority is to have an effective environmental management system that will keep 
all pest numbers very low across the whenua. In doing so we need to ensure that vulnerable 
native species like the Pekapeka benefit from the absence of introduced predators, and are not 
harmed by the very methods used to try and control these pests.

Kiwi feeding in the same area of trust lands where Pekapeka have been observed  [image:  Manaaki Whenua]

Hikoi Programme Update and Owner Access Opportunities
Getting out there… the trustees are committed to increasing the range of opportunities for our 
owners to actively connect with their whenua. Aiming to do this in a way that meets best practice 
outdoor safety and is affordable for both owners and the Trust.

Panemanga ki Mohaka Hikoi
The Panemanga ki Mohaka Hikoi occurred in November 2019 and included a fly-in for several 
kaumatua / kuia on the final day. Running through the centre of Trust lands, the hikoi trail 
provides panoramic views of the Kaimanawa, Runanga, Tapapa & Wharetoto blocks, the Mohaka & 
Ripia rivers, and nga maunga ko Makorako, Tauhara, Te Matai & Tongariro.
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At the top of ‘Big Ben’

Beginning at the base of Panemanga, a traditional landmark, the hikoi traverses 12km of Trust 
whenua, crossing Te Ari range (Big Ben), staying at two campsites over 3 days before reaching 
the upper Mohaka River. On the final day hikoi participants return by helicopter to Poronui 
(35min drive from Taupo) and connect with vehicle transport from there.  All main meals and 
tent accommodation are prepared for the hikoi ropu in advance of arriving at each campsite. 
Participants need to carry daypacks, have an average level of physical fitness, and possess a 
positive attitude to taking on this rawe outdoor challenge.
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Cooling off in the upper Mohaka River

Nga putiputi o te ngahere
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Relaxing at the Footy Field Campsite

Due to a review by trustees, including uncertainty with Covid-19, the next hikoi is not planned to 
take place until 2021. For cost and safety reasons numbers are targeted at 12 – 14 participants. 
Places are available on a first come basis subject to meeting age and health criteria. 

Owner Discount Policy
The Owner Discount for Hut Accommodation and Helicopter Transport Policy introduced in 2015 is 
another opportunity available to owners and their whanau for accessing their whenua.
The Trust is also in the process of exploring options for training programmes on the whenua 
aligned with activities such beekeeping, biodiversity monitoring, pest control, and mapping sites 
of significance.
Please contact the admin office or see our website for more information on the next hikoi, the 
Owner Discount Policy, or to enquire about training programmes.
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Many interesting and rare types of forest fungi are examples of the biodiversity present on Trust lands

Proposed Water Conservation Order on the Ngaruroro River
The Trust administers a significant area of lands in the north-western section of the upper 
Ngaruroro River catchment (see map).  We are continuing to oppose the proposed Water 
Conservation Order (WCO) on this part of the river, highlighting key points that include:
• A WCO is largely symbolic and will not provide any additional environmental benefit for 

managing water quality in the upper Ngaruroro River; and
• No consideration or priority is given to our manawhenua relationship with the upper Ngaruroro 

River including legal tenure by East Taupo Lands Trust over riparian margins.

If there is a positive side of the Trust being forced to take action in protecting our interests by 
submitting against the WCO, it has been building a relationship with neighbouring trusts in the 
upper Ngaruroro catchment who also oppose it.  The approach taken by East Taupo Lands Trust in 
presenting our position to the Environment Court Commissioner is:
• Improving the management of water quality in the Ngaruroro River would be better served 

through a ‘s33 RMA transfer of powers’ to an entity made up of manawhenua representatives 
rather than by a WCO; and

• If a WCO is to be placed on the Ngaruroro then the upper section of the river above 
Kuripapango should be excluded, or priority given to the environmental management plans / 
kaitiakitanga policies of manawhenua in this section of the river.

The WCO decision-making process is currently before the Environment Court and not expected to 
be finalised until 2021.
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Runanga Native Plant Nursery
One of the drivers for the Trust operating a native plant nursery is to grow plants sourced from 
seed collected on the whenua for planting out on the whenua. Potential areas of Trust lands 
identified for planting are along the stream gullies at the Runanga farm development, and 
to assist natural regeneration on hillsides cleared of broom and wilding pines. Depending on 
economic feasibility other options may be growing plants for use in natural health products, or as 
a local food source for the overwintering of beehives.

Potting mix being delivered to the nursery site

Fire Risk Management
Preparing a Fire Risk Management Plan continues to be a priority work in progress. The importance 
of having such a plan was highlighted by a fire in the previous summer which burnt approximately 
20ha of scrub and old slashing next to the Runanga farm development.  
Although interrupted by Covid-19 events, the Trust has recently completed a fire risk audit focusing 
on induction protocols, land use activities and hut facilities. This has provided information and 
recommendations for reducing the risk of wildfire occurring on Trust lands, and also for improving 
our readiness and response procedure should a fire occur. As well as having responsibilities from 
an environmental perspective, protecting the extensive manuka forest resource on our whenua 
from fire is also about recognising it as a significant economic asset for producing income from 
honey.
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Burnt area of bush at neighbouring land block on boundary of East Taupo Lands showing the potential risk of fire 

The ‘old school’ type of campfire is a definite risk and no longer permitted on Trust Lands
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